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What To Do When You 
Are Told To Evacuate
Listen to a battery-powered radio and 
follow local instructions. If the danger is a 
chemical release and you are instructed to 
evacuate immediately, gather your house-
hold and go. Take one car per household 
when evacuating. This will keep your 
household together and reduce traffic con-
gestion and delay. In other cases, you 
may have time to follow these steps: 

Gather water, food, clothing, emergency 
supplies, and insurance and financial re-
cords. See the "Emergency Planning and 
Disaster Supplies" chapter for important 
information. 

Wear sturdy shoes and clothing that pro-
vides some protection, such as long 
pants, long-sleeved shirts, and a cap. 

Secure your home. Close and lock doors 
and windows. Unplug appliances. If a hard 
freeze is likely during your absence, take 

actions needed to prevent damage to water pipes by 
freezing weather, such as: 

1. Turn off water main. 
2. Drain faucets. 
3. Turn off inside valves for external faucets and open 
the outside faucets to drain. 
4. Turn off the main water valve and electricity, if in-
structed to do so. 
5. Let others know where you are going. 
6. Leave early enough to avoid being trapped by 
severe weather. 

Follow recommended evacuation routes. Do not take 
shortcuts. They may be blocked. Be alert for washed-
out roads and bridges. Do not drive into flooded areas. 
Stay away from downed power lines. 

Disaster situations can be intense, stressful, and con-
fusing. Should an evacuation be necessary, local au-
thorities will do their best to notify the public, but do not 
depend entirely on this. Often, a disaster can strike 
with little or no warning, providing local authorities 
scant time to issue an evacuation order. Also, it is pos-
sible that you may not hear of an evacuation order due 
to communications or power failure or not listening to 
your battery-powered radio. 

Local authorities and meteorologists could also make 
mistakes, including underestimating an emergency or 
disaster situation. In the absence of evacuation in-
structions from local authorities, you should evacuate if 
you feel you and your household are threatened or en-
dangered. Use pre-designated evacuation routes and 
let others know what you are doing and your destina-
tion.

Disaster Supply Kits
Water | Food | First Aid Supplies | Tools and emergency supplies 
| Clothes and bedding | Specialty items

You may need to survive on your own for three days or 
more. This means having  your own water, food and 
emergency supplies. Try using backpacks or duffel 
bags to keep the supplies together. Assembling the 
supplies you might need following a disaster is an im-
portant part of your disaster plan. You should prepare 
emergency supplies for the following situations: 

A disaster supply kit with essential food, water, and 
supplies for at least three days this kit should be kept in 
a designated place and be ready to "grab and go" in 
case you have to leave your home quickly because of 
a disaster, such as a flash flood or major chemical 
emergency. Make sure all household members know 
where the kit is kept.
 
Consider having additional supplies for sheltering or 
home confinement for up to two weeks. 

You should also have a disaster supply kit at work. This 
should be in one container, ready to "grab and go" in 
case you have to evacuate the building. 

A car kit of emergency supplies, including food and 
water, to keep stored in your car at all times. This kit 
would also include flares, jumper cables, and seasonal 
supplies. 

The following checklist will help you assemble disaster 
supply kits that meet the needs of your household. The 
basic items that should be in a disaster supply kit are 
water, food, first aid supplies, tools and emergency 
supplies, clothing and bedding, and specialty items. 
You will need to change the stored water and food sup-
plies every six months, so be sure to write the date you 
store it on all containers. You should also re-think your 
needs every year and update your kit as your house-
hold changes. Keep items in airtight plastic bags and 
put your entire disaster supply kit in one or two easy-
to-carry containers such as an unused trash can, 
camping backpack or duffel bag.  
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Subdivision will exit from two sources. This will 
be exit paths west and east. Monitors will place 
themselves at the star points to direct traffic. Ev-
eryone must meet at a predefined place to re-
ceive any assistance or information that may be 
forthcoming. The Tenaya Creek HOA board will 
be the information center and assistance center 
for the subdivision.

Depending on the direction state and federal 
emergency services direct evacuation, the sub-
division will take designated routes. This split is 
to insure that all traffic will not jam at the single 
exit impeding evacuation and relief vehicles. It is 
imperative that everyone knows which exit they 
must take and that volunteers at the exits 
manage the traffic going out carefully.

Two exit teams will go door to 
door to make sure everyone is 
out. The path for these teams will 
be determined by the nature of 
the emergency. A yellow ribbon 
on a porch will mean a house 
has been evacuated, white will 
mean status is unknown. This 
will alert rescue people as to 
which homes need extra atten-
tion.

This poster is brought to you by the Tenaya Creek Homeowner’s 
Association  for 2006.

395

395

395

http://www.pueblo.gsa.gov/cic_text/family/disaster-guide/kits.htm
http://www.pueblo.gsa.gov/cic_text/family/disaster-guide/evacuation.htm

1-888-8 PUEBLO (1-888-878-3256)

Text from Pueblo Citizen Information Center


